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DETAILED ACTION 



In view of the Appeal Brief filed on October 30, 2006, PROSECUTION IS HEREBY 
REOPENED. New grounds of rejection are set forth below. 

To avoid abandonment of the application, appellant must exercise one of the following 
two options: 

(1) file a reply under 37 CFR 1.111 (if this Office action is non-final) or a reply under 37 
CFR 1.113 (if this Office action is final); or, 

(2) initiate a new appeal by filing a notice of appeal under 37 CFR 41.31 followed by an 
appeal brief under 37 CFR 41.37. The previously paid notice of appeal fee and appeal brief fee 
can be applied to the new appeal. If, however, the appeal fees set forth in 37 CFR 41.20 have 
been increased since they were previously paid, then appellant must pay the difference between 
the increased fees and the amount previously paid. 

A Supervi sory Patent ^amkrgfTSPE) KaS^appr creed of reopening prosecution by signing 



rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art 
are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a 



person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived 
by the manner in which the invention was made. 



below: 



Claims 1-14 remain presented for examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 




The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 



3. Claims 1-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Harris (US 
Patent No. 5,946,373) in view of Davis et al (US Patent No. 6,826,157). 
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4. As per claim 1, Harris teaches a method for managing alarm information in a network 
management system, comprising the steps of: 

receiving alarm information generated from any of a plurality of network elements 
(column 1, lines 9-30); 

determining whether or not said alarm information corresponds to an alarm (column 4, 
lines 3-15, column 1, lines 17-30; recognizes alarm from message); 

determining the location of the network element generating the alarm information, when 
it is determined that the alarm information corresponds to an alarm (column 2, lines 25-57; 
detects and locates faults from alarm data); 

searching a database to determine whether said database already has said alarm 
information stored therein, according to the location of the network element generating the alarm 
information (column 4, lines 15-29, column 11, lines 8-20); 

storing said alarm information when it is determined that said database does not have 
said alarm information already stored therein (column 4, lines 25-29; adding new alarms); 

increasing a count value representing a number of times in which the same alarm 
information has been generated, without redundantly storing said alarm information into said 
database, when it is determined that said alarm information is already stored in said database 
(column 8, lines 7-35, column 11, lines 8-20; alarm counter incremented); and 

storing the increased count value at a position corresponding to said alarm information 
already stored in said database (column 8 lines 8-35). 

Harris teaches alarms such as loss of signal (fig 2C, column 6, lines 55-67) but fails to 
teach that the alarm is a logical alarm. However, Davis et al teach maintaining an error counter 
for tracking the number of errors detected at network layers such as the data link layer (column 
8, lines 1-30). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
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applicant' s invention to combine Harris and Davis et al cause doing so would create a method 
for managing alarm information into a database of errors from a specific network layer. 

5. As per claim 2, Harris teaches wherein the step of searching said database further 
comprises the steps of analyzing said alarm information to detect its positional value and event 
type; and determining whether said database has the alarm information of the same positional 
value and event type (column 4, lines 4-29, column 5, lines 37-60). 

6. As per claim 3, Harris teaches wherein the step of searching said database further 
comprises the steps of: 

detecting the positional value of said alarm information from its data format (column 4, 
line 6); and identifying destination information by analyzing a virtual path identifier and a virtual 
channel identifier of subscriber connection information corresponding to the alarm location to 
determine an identity of a subscriber from which said alarm information was generated (column 
5, lines 37-60). 

7. As per claim 4, Harris teaches a step of parsing said alarm information for storage into 
said database when it is determined that the alarm information does not correspond to a logical 
alarm (column 4, lines 3-15, fig 2A). 

8. As per claim 5, Harris teaches wherein said database comprises a plurality of network 
element tables, each corresponding to a respective one of said network elements, said step of 
storing further comprising storing said alarm information into the corresponding network element 
table of said database according to the location of the network element (column 5, lines 3-60, 
column 4, lines 49-55). 

9. As per claim 6, Harris teaches a step of converting the alarm information through a 
database application interface into a database data format of said database to be recorded as 
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new alarm information in the network element table of the network element generating the alarm 
information (column 4, lines 3-30, column 5, lines 38-60). 

10. As per claim 7, Harris teaches displaying said alarm information stored in said database; 
(column 1, lines 9~18, column 2, line 66-column 3, line 100 but fails to explicitly teach entering 
search parameters for finding a particular error corresponding to the alarm information or for 
finding a particular network element and its corresponding alarm information; and displaying 
information retrieved as a result of said step of entering search parameters. However, it would 
have been obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art to include a feature that allows a user to 
search a database using search parameters and to display the requested data because doing so 
would allow a user the ability to locate specific information in the database such as specific 
network error information in order to locate and correct the problem, 

11. As per claims 8-14, these claims contain similar limitations as claims 1-7 above, 
therefore are rejected under the same rationale. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure are cited in the Notice of Reference Cited form (PTO-892). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Ramsey Refai whose telephone number is (571) 272-3975. The examiner 
can normally be reached on M-F 8:30 - 5:00 p.m.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner' s 
supervisor, Bunjob Jaroenchonwanit can be reached on (571) 272-3913. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair~direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you 
would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the 
automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Ramsey Refai 
Examiner 




